The O fice of the Inspector General (O G, Departnent of
Def ense (DoD), announced today that on Septenber 15, 2000, Lannes
Nei | Johnson was sentenced in the U S. District Court, Western
District of Mssouri, Springfield, MO, to three years probation
and a special assessnent fee of $50. The sentencing follows a
June 21, 1999, plea in which Johnson pleaded guilty to a one-
count indictnent for conspiring to submt false clains to the
U. S. Governnent.

The sentence and guilty plea were the result of an
i nvestigation that disclosed Johnson, forner |aboratory manager
of Md Anerica Cinical Laboratories, conspired to submt false
clains in connection with the receipt of over $200,000 fromthe
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the DoD.
Johnson obtai ned over $200, 000 by submitting for Medicare Program
and TRI CARE beneficiaries requests for paynment of clinical
| aboratory services that were not ordered for such beneficiaries
by physicians or were billed as conponent el enents of chem stry
tests panels or profiles. TRICARE was fornmerly the Cvilian
Heal th and Medi cal Program of the Uniforned Services.



